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I hereby certify that this correspondence and any attachments referred to herein are 
being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first 
class mail in and envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 01 SEPT 2004 . 



Daniel Hernandez 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

In compliance with Rules 1 .97 and 1 .98, and in fulfillment of the duty of disclosure under 
Rule 1.56, it is respectfully requested that the references listed on the accompanying enclosed 
Form PTO-1449 be made of record and considered with respect to the above-referenced U.S. 
patent application. A copy of each reference is enclosed. 

An explanation of the relevance of these references is that they were cited in the 
International Search Report for corresponding International Application No. PCT/SE02/01783. 
An English language version of the foreign search report is attached for the Examiner's 
information. 



This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first 
office action on the merits. No statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee is required. 

Applicants reserve the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention over 
any of the information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this information may not be prior 
art, and/or to prove that this information may not be enabling for the teachings purportedly 
offered. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made, or an admission that the information cited is, or is 
considered to be, material to patentability, or that the information is analogous to the subject 
matter of the present invention, or that no other material information exists. Further, the filing of 
this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission against interest in 
any manner. Written notification that the enclosed references have been considered in their 
entirety by return of a copy of the enclosed form, completed by the Examiner, is respectfully 
requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Novak Druce, LLP 
1615 L Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 
Phone 202.293.7333 
Fax 202.318.7811 

Tracy W. Druce 
Registration No. 35,493 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
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(Use several sheets if necessary) 
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Filing Date 


Group 




05/08/2004 


3681 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Country Code - Number - 
Kind Code 


Date of 
Publication 
(MM-DD-YYYY) 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


English 




Al 


DE 4010742 CI 


06-27-1991 


Carl Hurth Maschinen GmbH 


No 







































EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


^Examiner: Initial if referenced considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation 
if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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